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1st and 2nd CONDITIONAL  SENTENCES 
 
Conditional sentences consist of a main clause and a subordinate clause, often called the if-clause (if is a 
subordinate conjunction).  The order is unimportant.  However, if the if-clause is first, it should be separated from 
the main clause by a comma; there is no comma if the main clause is first. 
 
These are the main types of conditional sentences 
 

TYPE USE IF-CLAUSE MAIN CLAUSE 

Zero / General 
Conditional 

For things that are always 
true (with this form, the 
conjunction when may often 
be used instead of if). 

PRESENT SIMPLE PRESENT SIMPLE 

Alternatives: can, must. 

1st / Type 1 Conditional For future or present 
possibilities. 

PRESENT SIMPLE 

Alternatives: Pres. 
Perfect 

FUTURE SIMPLE 

Alternatives: Imperative, 
can, must, may, might, 
should, going to. 

2nd / Type 2 Conditional a) For unlikely future or 
present possibilities 

b) For conditions contrary 
to present fact (unreal 
present) 

PAST SIMPLE  

(with the verb be, we 
often use were for all 
persons) 

 

CONDITIONAL 

Alternatives: could, 
might. 

 
Examples:  
 
Type 0: You can’t drive a car if you don’t have a licence. 
 When the temperature drops to below zero, the lake begins to freeze. 

Type1: I’ll lend you my jacket if you promise to take care of it. 
 If your sister gets here soon, we can leave early. 
 If you see Peter, tell him I want to speak to him. 

Type 2: I’d give up my job if I were wealthy enough. 
 If I saw someone being attacked, I’d probably just walk past. 
 I wouldn’t want to be a teacher if I had to work with little kids.  
 
CAN and MUST 

Can and must cannot be used along with other auxiliary verbs such as will and would (i.e. you cannot say will can 
or would must).  To express these concepts, we use be able to and have to.   

 

 Future Conditional 
can will be able to could / would be able to 

must will have to would have to 
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EXERCISES: 
 

First Conditionals:  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verbs in parentheses to make first conditional 
sentences. 
 
1. If I _______________________ (pass) all my exams, I ________________________ (take) you all out to celebrate. 

2. If you ________________________ (have) any money left, ____________________ (you/buy) me a newspaper? 

3. Mom ______________________ (be) very disappointed if Jim ___________________ (forget) her birthday again. 

4. It’s very late.  Susie ___________________________ (get up) for school in the morning if she _____________________ 

(get) to bed soon. 

5. If the weather ___________________ (be) nice tomorrow, we ______________________ (go) on a picnic. 

6. You’re always watching TV or playing computer games.  If you ______________________ (study) harder, you 

______________________ (fail) the exam. 

7. You _____________________ (come) with us if someone _______________________ (lend) you a bike. 

8. Mark would like that job, but if he _______________________ (move) to Liverpool, he _______________________ 

(probably / apply) for it.  He doesn’t like Liverpool at all. 

 
 
Second Conditionals:  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verbs in parentheses to make second 
conditional sentences. 

1. You’re always watching TV or playing computer games.  If you ______________________ (study) harder, you 

______________________ (do) so badly in your exams. 

2. If the weather ___________________ (be) nicer, we ______________________ (go) on a picnic. 

3. What countries ___________________ (you/want) to visit if you ___________________ (have) lots of money? 

4. If I ___________________ (be) you, I ___________________ (eat) there.  The food’s really bad. 

5. Your children ___________________ (have) such terrible teeth if they ____________________ (take) better care of them 

and ____________________ (eat) so many sweets. 

6. If John ___________________ (have) so much homework to do, he ___________________ (go) to the baseball game. 

7. I think Tricia ____________________ (feel) better if she ___________________ (stop) smoking and _________ (do) 

more exercise. 

 

 
ANSWERS 
 
 
First Conditionals                                                           Second Conditionals 
 
1. pass - will take                                                        1.  studied - wouldn’t do 
2. have – will you buy                                                 2.  were - could go/would (be able to)go 
3. will be - forgets                                                       3.  would you want - had 
4. won’t (be able to) get up - doesn’t get                    4.  were – wouldn’t eat 
5. is – can go/ will (be able to)go                                5.  wouldn’t have - took - didn’t eat 
6. don’t study - will fail                                               6.  didn’t have – could go/would (be able to)go 
7. can come/will be able to come - lends                    7.  would feel - stopped - did - 
8.    has to move - probably won’t apply                           
 
 

 


